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2008 Vintage Bordeaux

Initial reports from Bordeaux indicated that everyone was very pleased with what they had made despite the
weather conditions and, following an intensive week of tasting, it is clear that they have good reason. Bizarrely,
the 2008 weather pattern was very similar to the 2007, with the main differences being less rain in August and a
longer, Indian summer.

In brief

April and May were cold, delaying the onset of flowering and causing uneven fruit set. The result was both coulure
and millerandage (flowers dropping off and poor fruit set, where bunches would have had grapes maturing at
different times). So far so similar to 2007, where Chateau Ducru Beaucaillou had a “vendange rose” as well as a
“verte”. July was hotter than in 2007, so the grapes developed quite thick skins, then August was damp and cold
but not excessively wet, and the vines changed little. On |3th September the weather changed bringing a high
pressure system, with drying north easterly winds and almost continuous sunshine until the end of October.Thus
the vines were able to ripen their fruit fully. Harvest dates are on the whole later than usual for most properties,
with even Chateau Haut Brion not beginning to harvest their reds until 23rd September.The rule of thumb is
generally 100 days between flowering and harvest, although most recently it has become |10 days to ensure full
phenolic ripeness. In 2008, the standard number of days between flowering and harvest was between 120-125
days.

The wines

2008 was another vintage where extra man hours in the vineyard paid off in the final wine.Those Chateaux which
were vigilant against rot and mildew, a big problem in the early summer, and which went through the vineyard to
remove or identify late ripening grapes or bunches reaped the benefits. Equally, those who harvested at the right
moment were rewarded with beautifully ripe tannins, fresh fruit, and good acidities. There were a number of wines
where the acidity was surprisingly low giving us some concerns for their longevity. This can be explained by the
way acidity levels in Cabernet Sauvignon plummet once full phenolic ripeness is achieved.

There were some pleasant surprises in store for the tasters, with some properties handling the conditions
exceptionally well. Equally these were some less pleasant surprises where an illustrious property appeared to

have made a wine below their usual standard. In terms of communes, St Julien was for us the most consistent and
successful commune, with some good successes in Pauillac, St Estéphe, St Emilion and Pomerol. Margaux was more
mixed, unsurprisingly given the disparity of the area, as was Pessac-Léognan, which had a huge range of quality
levels.

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW
April 2009

Cover Photography - Chateau le Tertre Roteboeuf - www.jeremyrata.com
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Bordeaux 2008 - Latest Releases
£ per case
in bond, London

Bordeaux, Bordeaux Supérieur and les Cotes

Deep red to purple on the rim, with a nose of sappy, spiced black fruits and créme patissier — overt yet restrained.
Soft, tarry black skinned fruits on the palate, spiced and rich with good density, a very good effort indeed. From 2013

Vibrant red black to the rim, with rich, jammy red fruits on the nose, sweet and attractive with some stalky, tarry
notes. Lovely sappy red fruits on the palate, pure and ripe with fine ripe tannins and good concentration, going to a
long, crunchy finish. Fresh and good. From 2012

Very pale gold green in colour, with a gorgeous yet restrained nose of exotic ripe fruits — grapefruit, lychee — and
some distant honey. Sweet and restrained on the palate, plump with light acidity, terribly approachable even at this
early stage, delicious. From 201 |

Deep purple red, semi-opaque, with a spicy nose of dusty black skinned fruit, some cedar, tarry and appealing.
Smooth red fruits on entry, overlaid with cedar and tar, with soft, supple tannins in the mid palate, fresh and primary,
to a juicily fruited finish. From 2012

Deep black red with tight, plummy black and red fruits, spiced with a distant grilled note. Huge black and red fruits
on the palate, intensely concentrated, with spiced, dusty black skinned fruits with massive yet scarcely detectable
tannins, amazingly supple. Sublime. From 2014

Deep purple black, with a rich, spiced, cedary nose of black dusty fruits, hugely attractive. On the palate very
concentrated, dense black fruits layered with violets and créme patissier, opulent and attractive with supple tannins
virtually masked, and a long, balanced finish of cedar and fruit. From 2014

Margaux

Dense purple black, with tight, sweetly perfumed blackcurrant fruit on the nose. Ripe, leafy blackcurrant fruit again
on the palate, primary and pure, with big ripe tannins behind, supple and silky on the finish. Nice wine. From 2014
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Deep red black, dense.Tight creamed red fruits on the nose, stalky, fresh and appealing, with a coolly fruited palate
with fine, ripe tannins behind the red and black fruits with a touch of spice behind.Wonderfully pure and elegant.
From 2015

Red black to the rim, not opaque, with a tightly fruited nose with hints of black and red currant. Cool, fresh red
fruits on the palate, ripe and concentrated with spice behind and fine tannins on the end.Very restrained and elegant.
From 2015

Deep red black to the rim, with a tight, sappy, black fruited nose, rich and dusty with a distant hint of black skins,
floral and perfumed. Dense on the palate, with stalky black fruit and again this floral note, rich, ripe tannins. Not a big
wine but gorgeously fresh and pure, stunningly pretty, with a long, spiced finish. From 2017

St Julien

Dense purple black to the rim, with a gorgeously earthy nose of violets, black fruit, ripe, leading to a smooth
palate of similarly earthy black fruits which then broadens out with fine, ripe tannins, supple and rich, with a long,
developing finish. From 2014

Dense red black right to the rim, with an explosive note of tight black fruits — black cherry and blackberry — and
sappy new wood, leading to an equally overt palate of fresh, sweet, juicy black fruits with substantial ripe tannins
behind, going to a long, creamy finish. From 2014

Red black in colour, this second wine of Léoville Las Cases has a classic black fruited nose — blackcurrants — and
some spice. On the palate it is softly fruited with cassis and black cherry, leading to a well integrated finish. From
2013

Red black, not opaque, with a ripe, perfumed nose of spiced fruits, restrained. Cool black fruits on the palate, as ever
unmarked by wood at this stage (Talbot is one of the last to put their wines in barrel each year), clean, ripe, pure
black fruits with tannins scarcely noticeable behind. Delicious. From 2015

Red black, not opaque, with a nose of juicy, dusty black skinned fruits. Creamed black fruits on the palate with hints
of cedar and grilled notes, tannins present but scarcely noticeable behind, some spice, going to a lovely, smooth,
concentrated finish. Really good wine. From 2015

Deep black red, with a nose of ripe red berries and tight new wood behind. Black cherries on the palate, rich and
sweet with substantial ripe tannins behind, currently a touch unknit but with lovely density and a long finish. From
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Deep black red in colour, with generous, black skinned fruits on the nose, dusty and spiced. Spiced, tarry black fruits
on the palate with substantial, ripe tannins behind, very elegant and fresh, not massive but balanced with a long finish.
From 2015

Intense black red in colour right to the rim. Rich, tight dusty black fruits on the nose, dense with a hint of cedar and
new oak behind. Enveloping black fruits on the palate with substantial, ripe tannins behind, again notes of cedar and
creamily concentrated black fruits, with a long, sappy, juicy finish. Succulent. From 2016

Dense purple black right to the rim, with an intense nose of black fruits, musky and perfumed, earthy and again notes
of violet. On the palate concentrated black fruits, supple tannins, ripe and musky with gorgeous balance between
tannins and fruit, with a spiced, dense finish. Lovely wine. From 2016

Intense black red, with a pure, deeply black fruited nose and an underlying minerality. On the palate, concentrated,
spiced black fruits, dense and pure with ripe tannins leading to a long, sweet fruited finish. Superb wine. From 2018

Pauillac

Deep red black to lighter on the rim, with a nose of tight, sappy red fruits and some light vanillin notes, smoky. Lovely
pretty perfumed fruit on the palate, ripe with big, supple tannins behind, pretty and quite open at this stage, with a
medium plus finish. Pure and elegant. From 2014

Vibrant red to deeper on the rim, with ripe red fruits on the nose overlaid with spice, tight and restrained. Lovely
red fruits on the palate, intense and refined, fresh and pure with some grilled notes behind, going to a long finish.
Extremely elegant. From 2014

Dense purple-black, with a reductive nose of tight, stewed black fruits, very restrained and closed at present. Big
extracted black fruits on the palate but masked by the structure, stalky blackcurrant and a medium plus finish.
Usually a wine we love but at the time of tasting it was very reductive, the components very unknit and not
convincing me of its future style. However, others have reviewed this more favourably so it may just be that the
bottle | tasted was not quite right (NA-B). From 2015

Dense purple black, semi-opaque; perfumed and fragrant on the nose, with some blackcurrant, rich and
concentrated.Velvety black fruits on the palate, supple with big tannins and a distant hint of cedar, intense and a long,
grilled finish. Delicious and stylish. From 2015

Dense red black right to the rim, with tight, dusty black fruits on the nose, distant spice and créme patissier, subtle.
Big sappy black fruits on the palate, with overt oak notes, ripe, fresh and well balanced with substantial tannins and a
fresh, fruited finish. From 2016. PRIVATE
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Dense purple black right to the rim, with tight black fruits on the nose, very restrained and closed. Big black fruits on
the palate, dense and ripe with supple tannins and a hint of musk on the intense finish. From 2016

Dense red black to the rim, with tight, intense fruit on the nose, rich, sweet, black cherry fruit with distant spice and
oak. Massively fruited on the palate, intense, ripe, layered and rich with big but balanced tannins, fine acidity and a
very long finish. Lovely wine, one of my favourites. From 2017

Vibrant red black in colour, not opaque, with a tight, inexpressive nose at first with some spiced, creamy fruits
behind. Round red fruits on the palate, with substantial yet soft tannins, creamy and supple with some black fruits on
the end palate with a fine, long finish which expands. Not a blockbuster as in previous years, but refined. From 2015

Dense, dense red black right to the rim, with dusty, musky black fruits on the nose, leafy blackcurrant overlaid by
vanillin. Soft, supple cedary fruit on the palate initially, grilled and racy, with fine tannins and increasing density on the
palate going to a prettily fruited finish. Elegance, not raw power, in 2008. From 2017

Deeper purple in colour, semi-opaque to the rim with a rich, perfumed nose with hints of spice, vanillin and musk.
Rich and creamy on the palate, but austere too with cool, distant black fruits. Massive yet well integrated tannins,
very ripe and spiced going to a long, dense, spiced finish, smooth and sweet on the end. From 2017

Deep red black, constant to the rim, with tight, dense black fruits on the nose, very restrained initially but still
charismatic, followed by hints of creme patissier. Intense red and black fruits on the palate, substantial but beautifully
ripe tannins, lovely structure with distant grilled notes. Rich, long and very pure. From 2018

St Estephe

Dense purple black, with tight, sappy black fruits on the nose, sweet and ripe. Big, intense black fruits on the palate,
sloe and damson, with finely balanced tannins and oak and a fine structure, elegant, not massive. From 2014

Vibrant red black in colour, with a musky, stewed black fruit nose, perfumed with hints of new wood. Marked by new
wood on the fore palate, with tight black fruits behind, supple, present tannins, going to a better finish. From 2012

Deep red black with a rich, spiced nose of fresh berry fruits. On the palate classic spiced blackberry fruit with fine,
supple tannins and a long finish, intense and very fine, pure. From 2015

Deep red black but not quite opaque, with a tightly fruited nose of sweet, dusty black fruits, very restrained.
Substantial black fruits on the palate, with big, ripe tannins behind, blackcurrant and some spice, going to a long finish.
A big wine. From 2015 PRIVATE
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Deep red black, not opaque, with lovely spiced musky fruit on the nose, some violets behind, restrained. On the
palate, smooth, supple tannins, slightly ill-defined at present with attractive black red fruits going to a supple, cedary
finish. From 2017

Pessac-Léognan

Deep black to purple on the rim, with an alluring nose of rich black fruits with a hint of cedar, perfumed, going to a
plump, sweetly fruited palate, sappy and supple with fine ripe tannins and along finish. Lovely. From 2014

The second wine of Haut Brion this is deep black red to rim with tight crunchy red fruits on the nose, with hints of
tar and blackcurrant behind. Smooth and supple on the palate with substantial but ripe tannins, restrained but with
lovely depth and a long, evolving finish. For the first time this will be bottled in the same distinctive bottle as Chateau
Haut Brion. From 2015.

Only 40% of the crop made it to the grand vin in this trying vintage. Deep red black, dense right to the rim, with an
overt nose of black cherry, sappy wood and high toned fruit. Substantial red fruits on the palate on entry, with big,
ripe tannins behind, cool and fresh with lovely purity going to a long, evolving finish. From 2017

Haut-Médoc

Deep red black to rim, with sweet red black fruit on the nose, leading to a lovely, red fruit palate of perfumed, ripe
fruits, cedary and grilled, going to a long finish.Very pure, bright and fresh, delicious. From 2013

Deep black red, intense, with a nose of blackcurrants and a hint of spice. Fresh red and black berry fruit on the
palate, dense with firm tannins, very attractive going to a medium plus finish. From 2015

St Emilion

Dense, vibrant purple red in colour, with a nose of sweet, crushed black fruit and a hint of spice, leading to a ripe,
supple palate of spiced black fruits with a touch of creme patissier, underscored by ripe, subtle tannins. From 2012

Dense purple black to the rim with tight, intense black fruits on the nose, hints of violets behind, leading to a
massively fruited palate with substantial yet velvety tannins, going to a long, intense finish with some distant floral and
grilled notes behind.Very subtle. From 2014
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Intense purple black, dense right to the rim. Opulent black fruits on the nose, dense and floral, lead to a palate
of intense creamed black fruits overlaid with cedar and spice, unbelievably attractive and tannins only in the
background. Really fine wine. From 2014

Deep red black, with gorgeously opulent black fruit on the nose with overt, sappy new wood and a hint of spice.
Similar on the palate, densely fruited with hints of spice and creme patissier, going to a long, sappy finish.Very
attractive. From 2014

Deeper red black, with tight black fruits on the nose overlaid with hints of cedar and violets, very expressive.
Smooth, silky black fruits on the palate masking substantial tannins with spice and a more austere note behind
indicating a long life. From 2017

Deep purple black, semi opaque, with a restrained black fruit nose, and again a hint of floral notes. Big black fruit on
the palate, densely concentrated with substantial, ripe tannins behind, grilled and restrained with a long finish. From
2016

Dense red black to pink on rim, with tight black fruits on the nose, very restrained, with distant spice. Concentrated
on entry, with big, ripe tannins, spiced, dense black fruits with a lovely purity and freshness behind, with a long,
structured finish. Superb. From 2015

Deep, dense red in colour, semi-opaque to the rim.Tight red fruits on the nose, creamed and intense, leading to a
dense, creamy black fruit palate with substantial, very ripe tannins, finely concentrated, going to a long finish of rich,
cedary fruit. From 2016

Deep, dense red black, semi-opaque, with a rich, primary black fruit nose, majorly concentrated with some distant
blackcurrants. Intense concentration on the palate again, rich, layered with hints of truffle and black fruit, tannins
once again almost entirely masked by fruit and extract, sublime. From 2016

Dense in colour right to the rim, almost opaque, with a nose of spiced black fruits with a hint of the exotic and
some musk, very alluring. Massive fruit attack on the palate, with big black fruits and cedary new wood, with
substantial, supple tannins and superb concentration, a wine for the patient. From 2018

Pomerol

Vibrant red-black to the rim, with a nose of fresh black skinned fruit, some cedar, ripe and attractive. On the palate,
again black skinned fruit, rich, almost creamy, with a very distant hint of spice, with fine ripe tannins, going to a long
finish. From 2013
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Vibrant red black, with a gorgeously attractive, creamy red fruit nose, sweet and spiced, leading to an overt, lush red
fruit palate with hints of new wood and ripe, supple tannins. Medium length on the finish, with fine density. From
2013

Having changed hands a couple of years ago, the increased investment is showing rewards in this vintage. Deep red
black, with tight, cedary black fruit on the nose, perfumed but restrained.Tight black fruits on the palate are followed
by substantial ripe tannins, spiced and smooth going to a very long finish. From 2014

Vibrant purple red to lighter on the rim, with tight red and black fruits on the nose, spiced and restrained. Densely
fruited on the palate, with substantial ripe tannins and sweet, toasty new wood, with a long, grilled, black fruit finish.
From 2014

Deep purple red, semi-opaque to the rim, with a nose of ripe, red and spiced creamy black fruits with a hint of
marzipan, leading to a palate of soft, rich blackberry fruits with substantial ripe tannins, creamy with a long finish.
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Unbelievably dense black colour right to the rim, with tight, sappy black fruits on the nose, ripe, toasty and grilled,
again very primary. On the palate soft, supple, mouth-coating black fruits with some spice and big tannins behind,
very much dominated by the ripe fruits. Medium plus on the finish. From 2014

Rich red black in colour right to the rim, not opaque, with a ripe, primary-fruited nose of sweet black fruits, sappy
and spiced, very pure. Dense, ripe red fruits on the palate, intense, sappy, spiced and long, with ripe tannins.Very
subtle and elegant with a fine, long finish. From 2015

Dense red black in colour but not opaque, with a nose of tight, crushed red fruits, spiced but very tight, leading to
a succulent palate with substantial tannins and big black fruits, spicy and cool, with a long, developing finish. Lovely
wine. From 2016

Dense red black right to the rim, with substantial tight, creamed black fruits on the nose, intense and spicy and very
primary. Deep red black fruits on the palate, sweet and spiced and very concentrated, with substantial yet scarcely
detectable tannins, going to a dense, racy finish. Delicious. From 2016

Nicola was unable to taste this wine but here follows a summary of fellow MWV Jancis Robinson’s notes: “Extremely
deep crimson. Rich and spicy nose — very heady and seductive. Rich and round and very flattering. Super opulent.
From 2014.
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Fronsac and Canon-Fronsac in bond, London

Chateau Moulin Pey Labrie, Canon-Fronsac 2008 £149

Dense red black to pink on the rim, with a lovely, plummy black fruit nose with hints of truffle and extra-ripeness.
Cool, spiced black fruits on the palate, rich, with violets and a floral touch, going to a long, intense finish. Delicious
wine. From 2015

Sauternes

Chateau Rieussec, ler Cru Classé Sauternes 2008 £440

From the Lafite Rothschild stable, this is bright gold in colour, with gorgeous, burnt orange fruit on the nose, clearly
marked by botrytis and some spiced white fruits, with a rich yet fresh palate of bright citrus fruits, some honeyed
notes and again the mark of botrytis. Rich. From 2014

Chateau d’Yquem, ler Cru Supérieur Sauternes 2008 £1,900

Pale gold in colour, with a lightly floral nose of apricot and a hint of spice, leading to a densely fruited, powerful
palate of white stone fruits, honey, flowers and a distant hint of caramelised orange. Lovely acidity and balance with a
real sense of power, this will age gracefully. From 2017

Terms and Conditions for En Primeur Purchases

Wines purchased “en primeur” i.e. prior to being bottled and shipped, will be delivered up to 18 months
after release, depending on the region. Anticipated shipping dates for 2008 Bordeaux are Spring and
Autumn 201 I, depending on the chateau.

Prices for wines sold en primeur are quoted “in bond London”, exclusive of UK Duty and VAT but
including shipping. Payment terms are 30 days from date of invoice. Unless otherwise stated, prices
quoted are per case of 12 bottles.

Cancellation of an order for en primeur wines will be accepted by Private Cellar only if made
within seven working days from receipt of your invoice, in writing, to 51 High Street, Wicken, Ely,
Cambridgeshire CB7 5XR.

Wines are offered subject to availability and may be subject to allocation. Please confirm your eventual
delivery instructions at the time of your order.VWhen shipped, your wines can be delivered to you

and you will be invoiced for Duty, delivery and VAT at the prevailing rate. Alternatively, your wines can
be stored in bond in the Private Cellar Reserves Ltd account at the specialist wine storage facility,
Vinotheque, for an annual storage fee.

Larger format bottling may be available for a supplement. If you would like your wine bottled in a format
other than 75cl please request this at the time of order and we will enquire if this is possible with the
chateau.

Orders for en primeur wines may by made by telephone, e-mail or post and confirmation of your order

will be on the issue of our invoice.
E&OE

Please note that our supplement for magnums for the 2008 vintage is £12 per case, in bond
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Order Form: Bordeaux 2008 Vintage

W e e i
Payment Details
| enclose a cheque for the amount of £ made payable to Private Cellar Ltd.
Please charge my credit card number:
(Visa, MasterCard, Switch, Maestro)
Start Date: Expiry Date: Security No:
Issue No: Signature:
Delivery and Account Address Details
Name:
Address:
Post Code:

Daytime Telephone Number:

These wines will be shipped during the course of 201 |. Please indicate what you would like us to do with your wines
when they arrive:

Please store my wines under bond with Private Cellar Reserves Ltd

Please deliver my wines to my account address’

" Please note that Duty and VAT are payable when your wines are released for delivery to your home address.

Private Cellar Ltd, 5| High Street,Wicken, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 5XR
T:01353 721 999 | F: 01353 724 074 | E: orders@privatecellar.co.uk
www.privatecellar.co.uk



